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During the evening of Friday, February 10, HCA students, parents and teachers spent a 
Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament, led by Fr. Thomas Ward.  Fr. Ward currently 
ministers at St. Mary of the Assumption Church in Binghamton.  A student Talent Show 
featuring musical performances, comedy routines, poetry, and skits followed.

Teacher Elizabeth Miller, currently in her first year at HCA, led the organizing efforts 
for the evening’s activities.

Crusader Dispatch:  Why did you decide to organize a Holy Hour?

Elizabeth Miller: My prayers and hopes for Adoration were that the students and their 
families would come to know our Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament and experience his love.  I specifically asked Father 
Ward, a graduate of Franciscan University, to preside over Adoration because I had confidence in his devotion to the Eucharist 
and in his ability to lead us in prayer before Our Lord.

  
C.D.:  What did you remember most from the evening?

E.M.: God in his goodness fulfilled my hopes for the Holy Hour.  Father’s homily was 
one of the most beautiful homilies I’ve heard about the True Presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist, and he humbly led us in prayer as a true priest of Christ.  I continue to pray 
that the seed of love for our Lord that was planted in the hearts of those present will 
flourish in their lives and spread to others in the Academy and the larger community.

C.D.:  A student Talent Show followed the Holy Hour 
– how did that go?

E.M.: In regards to the talent show, my work was simply to encourage and support the gifts already 
present within the student and give them the opportunity to express them.  The students worked so 
hard in order for the show to be as successful as it was.  The goodness and beauty of these students is a 
testament to God our Father, and to their guides and protectors in this life – their parents.   

C.D.:  How did the Academy community get involved in the talent show?

E.M.:  Many girls helped to prepare snacks for the guests.  Jon Noble, a senior, provided the light 
and sound equipment and spent the entire show tailoring them for each individual act.  Alumni 
came and helped, parents were present to support their children, and our Principal Teri Maciag was 
instrumental in many areas, both for adoration and the talent show.  Lastly the students themselves, 
many of whom had practiced for weeks before, were truly amazing.  The night was a direct result of 
the Holy Cross community offering themselves for a common good and the Lord Jesus pouring out 
his grace and blessings upon us.    
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